Deficient antisaccades in the social-emotional processing disorder.
We investigated whether adolescents and adults with the developmental social-emotional processing disorder (SEPD) exhibit deficits in visual attention, as measured by eye movements, when compared with dyslexic and normal control subjects. On the antisaccade task, subjects with SEPD made more errors than either control group and were the only group to show a decrease in performance accuracy compared with prosaccade. This deficit in inhibiting reflexive shifts of attention and gaze suggests that individuals with SEPD have dysfunction of the prefrontal component of the right hemisphere dominant network for spatially directed attention.